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images enable the hiding and extraction of secret information while allowing for lossless restoration of the original

image. RDH is of great significance in file management and image authentication. However, many existing RDH
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methods result in a significant increase in the storage space of the encoded image after embedding secret information.

For methods based on discrete cosine transform (DCT) coefficient embedding, the key issue that affects the

performance of reversible information hiding in JPEG images is how to select the frequency band position. A

reversible information hiding method for JPEG images was proposed, based on optimal DCT frequency embedding.

The entropy decoded JPEG image was divided into 8x8 non-overlapping DCT blocks. The average texture complexity

of each DCT block was calculated and ordered in ascending order. Then the alternating current (AC) in adjacent DCT

blocks was paired pairwise. By satisfying the capacity of the information to be embedded, the optimal AC coefficient

frequency position set was obtained from the distortion cost function of the AC coefficient frequency. The secret

information was embedded according to the designed two-dimensional histogram mapping strategy. Experimental

results demonstrate that the proposed method can reduce the expansion of the loaded image file’s storage size

compared to existing methods, while maintaining good visual quality of the cover image.

Keywords: JPEG image, reversible data hiding, two-dimensional histogram, average texture complexity
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Table 1 Comparison of file storage size growth under six different methods with different quality factors

MWAZE/bit (QF =70) MWAZE/bit (QF =80) WA E/bit (QF =90)
EES Tk

5000 8000 11 000 10 000 13 000 16 000 15 000 18 000 21 000
SCHR[15] 6904 11272 15416 13 960 18 440 22736 21904 25 000 30 464
SCHR[16] 6512 10 504 14 512 12 936 17 400 21736 19 904 24 440 28 864
SCHR[17] 6712 10 904 15288 14 088 18 424 22288 18 712 25376 29 160
bene SCHR[18] 6496 10304 14 760 12 848 17 384 21576 19792 23928 28 768
SCHR[19] 6992 10 688 15 104 12392 16 984 21552 18 416 23312 27 960
AR 5904 9760 13 896 12152 16 688 20 760 17 488 21 080 25472
SCHR[15] 7416 11 600 15568 14 304 18 648 23072 22 656 27 000 31256
SCHR[16] 6304 10 080 14 168 14 064 16 896 19 768 20 024 23432 28376
SCHR[17] 7080 11 296 15 184 13 808 17 896 21056 18 968 23360 28392

Peppers
SCHR[18] 5824 9928 14 144 12 448 16 536 20 168 20 448 24 856 30 240
SCHR[19] 6216 10 192 14 168 11232 15 896 20 344 18 872 22248 27208
3L 5616 9272 12 984 11 904 15224 19 136 17 216 20 608 25432
SCHR[15] 7368 11 600 15952 14312 18 352 22976 21120 25024 29 984
SCHR[16] 6096 10 760 14 320 12 456 16 832 21592 19 688 23152 27 808
SCHR[17] 7112 11 496 15 440 13352 17 488 22 544 18 920 23152 28 152

Tiffany
SCHR[18] 6256 10 584 14 496 12912 16 952 21816 19 104 24 536 28 504
SCHR[19] 6992 10 688 15 104 12 208 17 576 21 648 18 408 23120 28 640
AR 6 080 9720 14 400 11 848 16 496 21176 17032 21376 26 368
SCHR[15] 7632 11928 16 592 14 632 20 144 25168 25 840 30 824 35960
SCHR[16] 7824 11 400 17 952 17072 21728 26 528 30 240 34720 38 640
SCHR[17] 6992 10984 15752 14 472 19 880 25056 25552 30 808 35504
aboon SCHR[18] 6 408 10 832 15 648 14 120 18 600 23360 24 056 29 240 34 360
SCHR[19] 6 856 11312 15328 13 184 18 648 24192 24200 29 720 35224
AL 6512 10 024 14 160 12 544 16 856 21104 24208 29240 33760
SCHR[15] 7 696 11288 14 440 13 400 17 480 20 624 21312 24720 28 776
SCHR[16] 6 840 9112 13 872 11 504 15 000 19 496 17 096 22 144 25080
SCHR[17] 7 000 10 504 14912 12472 15352 20936 19128 23 656 27728

Airplane
SCHR[18] 5920 9 848 14 224 11 408 15928 20616 18 616 22 336 26 456
SCHR[19] 6304 9 864 14 944 11432 15112 20 288 18 240 21632 25616
AL 5120 8928 13 400 10 216 14 632 19 016 15 168 19 800 24232
SCHR[15] 7403 11 537 15593 14 121 18612 22915 22 566 26 513 31288
SCHR[16] 6627 10 371 14 964 13 605 17 571 21616 21390 24936 29753
vy SCHR[17] 6979 11 036 15315 13 638 17 808 22376 20256 25270 29787
T SCHR[18] 6 180 10 299 14 654 12 747 17 080 21507 20403 24979 29 665
SCHR[19] 6672 10 548 14929 12 089 16 843 21 604 19 627 24 006 28929

AL 5846 9540 13768 11732 15979 20 238 18 222 22 420 27 052
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Table 2 Comparison of peak signal-to-noise ratio under six methods with different quality factors
g H/bit (QF =70) A A B /bit (QF =80) A B /bit (QF =90)
L Ty
5000 8 000 11 000 10 000 13 000 16 000 15 000 18 000 21 000
SCHR[15] 48186 1 45336 4 43.1654 47.1418 453133 436130 486163 475274 463211
CHR[16]  46.8804 44.5718 424844 458282 444936 431758 478081 47.1371  46.386 6
SCHR[17] 48.5810 45.628 9 434353 473208 454986 438079 488538  47.6073 463901
bene SCHR[18]  49.046 6 45.910 6 437371  47.6652 457635  44.0711  49.1443 478291  46.6403
SCHR[19]  48.7208 45.781 6 434850 474919 456388 440701  49.6154 483217  47.0617
AL 48.502 1 45.5732 43.1646 472164 452905 435811  49.1370 478187  46.5394
SCHR[15] 48.005 5 45,5147 434530 467143 451385  43.6471  46.6930 455874  44.5700
SCHR[16]  47.6589 44.934 6 431619 459053 453453 439122 480702 47.1773 462101
SCHR[17]  48.6546 46.043 6 440539 472702  45.6496 442691 479430 467710 456957
peppers SCHR[18]  49.384 9 46.610 6 444869 47.6762 459746 445897 477160 463984 451751
SCHR[19]  49.044 7 46.2179 442179  47.6228 459734 445371 489983  47.8479  46.7557
AL 48.9672 46.168 8 440538 473759 458093 443221 484182 473309 462780
SCHR[15]  48.1420 44.949 2 426328 467173 448174 432064 487036 474217  46.1970
CHR[16]  47.143 4 45.0470 43.0535 46.6471 451055  43.6539  48.6328 475681  46.5137
' SCHR[17] 48.7199 45.747 6 436201 475515 456131 438057 492158 479430  46.6314
ifeny SCHR[18]  49.3022 46.211 0 43.9289 47.8157 459290  44.0287 494356 479573  46.5917
SCHR[19]  48.8214 45.865 3 43.6838 47.7203 458658 442656 497020  48.4083  47.169 4
AL 48.943 8 45.765 1 434395 475113 454532 438116  49.5444  48.1434  46.696 0
CHR[1S] 453842 42,5472 40.1075 426896  40.6545  39.0337 427296  41.4044 403322
SCHR[16]  42.886 5 40.899 0 389036 41.1392 399970 388616 419423  40.8695  40.1992
SCHR[17]  45.765 4 42.8512 40.5842 428616 407708  39.1654 427172 414745 403731
paboon SCHR[18]  46.1321 43.163 6 40.8461 43.1045 41.1596  39.5747  43.0463  41.7256  40.603 9
SCHR[19]  46.007 7 43.1919 41.0590 434810 41.5704 399117 434285 421173 409871
AL 45.7952 42.8659 406039 427798 407719 392285 426612 413925 403077
SCHR[15]  49.8262 47.5252 441374 489937 475321  46.0692  50.4299  49.4482  48.6785
SCHR[16]  49.674 4 47.0012 4477085 48.9993 474557 453361  50.1745 49.7809  48.9653
= CHk[17]  50.0329 47.629 7 452097 49.1880  47.7509  46.1755  50.8397  49.8388  48.9763
o SCHER[18]  50.527 8 47.9452 454715 495947 479887 462827  51.1250 500128  49.0226
SCHR[19]  50.073 5 47.726 8 451591 493446 478736 462429  51.0486  50.0581  49.1947
ES'S 50.4710 47.7539 446766 494308 477971 458098  51.0496  50.0146  49.1119
CHR[1S] 47908 8 45.174 5 426992 464513 44.6911  43.1138 474344 462778 452197
SCHR[16]  46.848 7 44.490 7 424623 457038 444794 429879 473255 465065 456549
SCHR[17]  48.3507 45.580 2 433806 46.8384  45.0566 434447 479139 467269 456133
Aernge SCHR[I8]  48.8787 45.968 2 43.6941 471712 453630 439093  48.0934  46.7826  45.6067
CHR[19] 485259 45.756 7 435209  47.1321 453844 438054 485585 473506 462337
AL 48.5358 45.6253 43,1876  46.8628  45.0244 433506  48.1620 469400 457866




© 176 ¢

W2 15 05 E 22 A 2l

H9%

Sl 48 1T B2 DR F- 9 704 80+ 90 I JPEG B,
SXAHRA 5 000 bit. 10 000 bit. 15 000 bit B T i #&
PRI TA], 13K 3 From. WTLAEH, X
BR[15,16]H)~F 5 Bx NS (AR, T2 22 R PR 2 i
PR T SR A R 3k R A SR ON A B AT AR
G, T SCRR[17-19] (0 P 3 B T B . A3
TIVEAE IR B N R BRI AL E R AL 1 —
SEISTH], B2 AH B SCHR[17-19]4752 PTHESZ 1) o

*3 A ERERFTH], 7 BossBase-1.01 #iE&E

H & T AR RN B R X EE
Table 3 Comparison of average embedding time of

algorithms in BossBase-1.01 data set with
different quality factors

RS TVINGIEIT
SCHR[15] SCHR[16] SCHR[17] SCHER[18] SCHR[19] A

QF

70 0.08 0.19 18.65 27.03 43.70 10.44
80 0.10 0.22 21.37 25.59 55.55 11.62

90 0.12 0.21 19.67 36.72 65.21 14.15
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Figure 10 The average file size extension of the test images(QF=70)
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